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The following stories have been submitted by summer camp volunteers and truly testify to God’s work in the former Soviet Union.  We hope these stories encourage and challenge you as you prepare 

to serve this summer!
I worked with the older kids and loved them deeply.  We were privileged to witness teens accept Christ as their Savior.  Two boys especially stand out.  Vanya and Vasya fell in love with the Lord and soaked up the knowledge and experiences shared with them regarding faith in Jesus Christ.  Vova, the Ukrainian camp director, invited them to meet for devotions and they showed up every morning energized to read God’s Word, pray, and discuss questions and topics that were pressing on their hearts.  The experiences with Vanya and Vasya are pressed into our minds and we are committed to praying for them.  We know that God will keep them close to himself as they earnestly seek him.  Please join us in praying for the boys, that they would continue to grow and become strong men of God.  – Kevin Reese from Nyack, NY – Summer ‘05

Dear friends and supporters, thank you so much for making our camp in Gorodnya possible.  We had children from 4 orphanages in Chernigov region and it was great to have 50 children from Krasny Khutor.  I had 6 graduates from orphanages working on my team: Luba, Lesya, Ira, Viktor L., Peter, and Viktor K.  It was an awesome testimony for the children and adults of God’s changing power.  Their love for the children and the dedication to make the lives of orphans a little better came from their knowledge of how it feels when nobody wants you.  Another graduate from Gorodnya came to visit us in the middle of camp.  Roma accepted Christ 3 years ago and is getting baptized this fall.  With open mouths the children listened to his testimony.  He shared with them how God became his Father who loves him unconditionally and never leaves him.  What a message that was.  Thank God for our camp and His work in it!  - Sveta Leonchik from Ukraine – Summer ‘05

What made this trip special for me is the relationships I have developed with the children in Russia.  Most of our time was taken up with activities, but the major goal of each day was to show love to these children in hopes that later this fruit may result in transformed lives.  I had the chance to share my testimony through a translator a few times, and led a few Bible lessons, but I believe my main function was to act as a friend and role model to these children who so often go without both.  I noticed in our brief stay how large an impact we made.  I know that if I had to define exactly what this trip taught me in one thought, it would be that I learned that God’s love is powerful no matter what the circumstances may be.  – Dan Storey from Wheaton, IL – Summer ‘05
The Ukrainians that we worked with were WONDERFUL, and it was just as hard to say goodbye to them as it was to say goodbye to the children!  They all took very good care of us and it was a joy to work with them.  Thank you Little Lambs for all of the hard work and prayers that you put into our trip!  It was awesome!  - Jen Olson from Indiana – Summer ‘05

My time with my kids in the Berdychiv orphanage wasn’t just an experience I had… it was a journey of love and courage with Jesus, and I anticipate that I will continue to be changed by this for the rest of my life.  I am honored that the Lord let me go to His precious ones.  Jesus said we have nothing if we don’t have love.  I had the privilege of seeing lives transformed because of the love of Jesus we brought to them.  It was a joy to see a shy smile, a tough exterior melt away and Truth understood.  I came simply to give, but as I pursued their hearts, the Lord was pursuing mine.  I am richer in so many ways.  It took courage for me to go to these orphans, and it took courage for me to leave them.  Yet I know that Jesus was there before me, and He remains there still.  Though I cannot go to my kids whenever I want, I find them in my heart every day.  – Jessica Siems from Metro Christian Fellowship – Summer ‘06

God is doing many amazing things in Ukraine!  I am very blessed to be a part of such a great movement!  A verse that stuck with me through the month was Proverbs 16:9, “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”  No matter what my initial intentions were for this trip, God turned it into something beautiful.  Even though I couldn’t speak the language very well, I could see in the orphans’ eyes that they were beginning to understand what the love of God was.  That alone made the trip a blessing.  My life was truly changed forever.  – Caleb Kohl from Crown College – Summer ‘06
The kids in Tormosino, Russia, have unbelievable backgrounds.  Many of them have no parents, some have parents who are in prison or are alcoholics.  Some parents are unable to care for their children, and others just do not want them.  Each of the children are hungry for attention, love, and God.  There was much spiritual warfare in the camp this year, as the devil did not want us there, but God was working harder than Satan and He won many of the kids!!! – Rebecca Allbaugh from Richland Center, WI – Summer ’06 

The closest many of these kids had ever come to family was an uncaring, addicted parent, an angry sibling, a staff member who leaves as soon as their time is over, or other embittered kids just like themselves.  And though we were loving them, in a month’s time we would leave them just like everyone else in their lives.  At that time I was encouraged by James 1:17, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”  Even though we would be leaving, the same God who brought us to them would also be there with them after we leave, and His love for them will never change.  – Nathan VanNortwick from La Mesa, CA – Summer ‘06

The Lord showed His favor to us during our time serving in Ukraine.  He faithfully and graciously demolished boundaries and walls that seemed so permanent in order to forward His Kingdom.  We found favor with the children and eventually even with the orphanage staff who were not on our side for a good portion of the time.  The way He worked there has increased my faith.  – Katherine Jones from Laurinburg, NC – Summer ’06 
In Russia there was a young village girl named Sonya.  We met her at the disco and she was invited to our meetings by a teammate.  After that, Sonya came to all our meetings and she seemed to really enjoy being there.  Her heart was open to the Word, and I don't doubt she will find Christ someday.  It is so cool to see that Little Lambs reaches the orphans, but this ministry also touches the surrounding communities.  Our God is very big and He uses these camps in many different ways.  ~ Meghan Gunn from Crown College, MN ~ Summer ‘07
 
My team realized that the Lord was calling us to be his hands, feet, and arms through lots of hugs, back rubs, hand holding, singing, sports-playing and laughing.  We trust now that the seeds that were planted will grow. We hold on to the promise that God's Word does not return void but accomplishes the purpose for which it was sent out.  Praise God that three girls did make decisions to repent and know Christ while we were there!  Also, one girl, 15, named Natasha told us some of her life story and how she came to believe and trust in God. This was incredible! She was so open and vulnerable and sharing with us the story of her family and how God used painful circumstances to reveal Himself to her.  ~ Becka Lohman from Cal Baptist University, CA ~ Summer ’07 

 These children are very precious, and most are very aware that their life is a bleak life. It is a vicious circle these kids are in. 90% will end up on the streets, doing drugs, being prostitutes, and/or being alcoholics. It is heart breaking looking at the young, sweet girls knowing that their future is so dark for them. Yet, it is comforting to know that our Russian and Ukrainian teams truly care about these kids and do all they can to help them.  Many churches have welcomed this ministry and many are reaching out and taking these kids in. Many are very open to the gospel. One of the orphans we worked with was Andrei. He was 18 and came back to the orphanage for the summer. Most of the older guys are too cool to come the activities, but he was at every single activity. He shared his concerns for the future. He doesn’t want to be another statistic. He knows that the job he has will not provide for him. One comment he made was, “ I see that you really care about us. Most people (religious groups) come for two hours and leave. But you are willing to live here with us and be like us.” Even though he has not yet repented, the seeds have been planted and his heart is very open. Please keep Andrei and all the graduate orphans in your prayers. - Rena Scruggs from Stewartville, MN – Summer ‘07

 It was the last night for our group of 13-15 year olds to meet together.  Sasha, however, was with us less often.   We formed a circle, holding hands, and Olya told them that this was the last time that we would pray together.   As I held onto Sasha's hand on my left, he was crying.  He prayed, and I prayed.  There were others that were tearful, as I expected, but I didn't expect Sasha's heart-rending sobs. Sasha shows the feelings that are underneath the surface in many of the children.  My bond will continue forever as I pray that their grief will be turned into joy when they confess Him as Savior. ~ Larry Webb from McHenry, IL ~ Summer ‘07 

My group went to Russia for a month and we worked in two first time orphanages. We were able to see two very different types of orphanages. The first one placed many  restrictions on us. We were not allowed to say God or The Bible, and were not allowed to have our Bibles out around the kids.  As much as this was an inconvenience for us it was also a blessing because it forced us to be creative in how we taught and in the names we used to describe and refer to God.  I was amazed at how easy it was for me and my team mates to fall in love with kids, and how much the kids loved us back. ~ Alexia Palladino from San Diego, CA ~ Summer ‘08

I have seen brokenness and suffering before, and while I still grieve from hearing about the horrible lives of some of these children, sympathy does not characterize my feelings toward them.  As I look into their faces and see them crying out for love, I see only myself.  Though love is a hard concept for them to understand, and these kids may not know that it is what they crave, their insatiable thirst for it is obvious as they hang all over us strangers who can only say “hello” and “how are you” back to them in their own language.  So, the emotion I feel about these kids is joy and excitement.  I understand that these are the poor in spirit Christ speaks of, and theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  These are those who mourn, and they will be comforted.  These are the least on earth, and they will be the greatest in heaven.  I came and I left these children, but they are children of God, and He loves them more than I ever could.  He will never leave them.  This is a great ministry, and the Lord is at work in this place.  ~ Stephen Six from Wheaton College ~ Summer ‘08
This experience changed my life. These kids that I had the privilege of working with will forever be in my heart and in my prayers. Although it was hard for me to see at first, I realized that God is the only one who will never leave these kids, who will always love these kids, who has a plan for them and knows them by name. Out of 100 kids, God gives each and every one their own identity. ~ Kim Schwannecke, SPU ~ Summer ‘08
From the Kids
I have a Bible and I read it but I do not understand much.  I also go to church to learn more about God.  I only have one friend right now and that is Jesus. – Vasya (14 yrs. old) from Dobro, Ukraine – Summer ‘05

I know that God loves me, but I cry a lot because I miss you.  You showed me your love in the camp and I will never forget that. – Lena from Golovne, Ukraine – Summer ‘05

The letters below are from children who are coming to understand the beautiful relationship they can have with their Heavenly Father. Please pray that God would continue to reveal Himself to the hurting children of

Ukraine, Russia and Moldova.
Dear God, when I grow up, I want to have a nice family. Thank you God all you have given to us: food, water, clothes, shoes and friends.

Is it Ok if I call you my father? Dear father, I hope to become a good Christian and have a Christian family. I want to be like you good and loving. I want to learn to play a guitar and became a missionary one day…

Dear God, I just want a normal family. I promise to obey and be good. I want to have a family that will not curse but love me. I will read the Bible more and pray that I will remember what I read. And God I am scared. Please be with me when I will graduate and be on my own.

Dear Father, I am so glad I have you. I am happy knowing that you are with me all the time. I beg you don’t leave me! My last test was hard but I tried to study. Please give me strength, when they beat me. And help me to control me tantrums.

Thank you God for sending good people to us. They said that you love us and me too. I was angry for to long that I was born ugly. But the Christians said that you made us beautiful inside. They took me into their home and their church. Now I know that you died for me and you love me. And I will only live with you.

Dear God, thank you for everything. For the people who love us, the trees and the animals. A little about my self: I am 12 years old and I love math and art. I love to read.  My favorite sport is soccer. Please help me to do better in school. Help me to trust you. Please make me and my friend healthy and I do want my own watch.

(All “Dear God” testimonies were sent in by children after our 2008 summer camps.) 
